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the Elector Palatine and so once more expose
France to the danger of foreign intervention,

He who believed that no form of ecclesiastical
polity was of divine institution, and who, while con-
vinced that there was much error in tho doctrine of
Rome, suspected that his Calvinist friends had no
monopoly of truth, was not likely to hold the balance
unfairly, when the tranquillity of his kingdom and
the success of his policy demanded that ho should
do equal justice to the jarring sects*

Nor do the complaints appear just which were
constantly made by the Protestant assemblies, re-
peated by Aubigne and other Huguenot writers,
and endorsed by their co-religionists down to the
present time, that the King wilfully delayed the
satisfaction of the demands of the Reformed
Churches, that he granted their desire to all other
factions and gorged his enemies with favours, be-
fore he gave a thought to his most faithful friends.
After he was firmly established on the throne, he
required all the authority, all the resources he had
painfully accumulated to impose the acceptance and
the observation of the Edict of Nantes on the courts
of law, the magistrates and officials.

It was the constant and well-founded complaint
of the Protestants that the moderate concessions
made to them by the treaty of 1589 and by the
edict of 1577, re-enacted in 1594, were rendered
nugatory by the ill-will and disregard of the King's
authority, shown by the Parliaments and by the
Governors of towns and provinces. But if his
authority was not sufficient to obtain for the Protes-